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Why Standardized Tests?





Test Scores Remain Predictable



SAT / ACT Preference





B R O W N D U K E N O R T H W E S T E R N T U F T S

C A L  T E C H G E O R G E T O W N N Y U U C s

C L A R E M O N T  
M C K E N N A

H A R V A R D P E N N U S C

C O L U M B I A J O H N S  H O P K I N S P R I N C E T O N
U S  M I L I T A R Y  

A C A D E M Y

C O R N E L L M I C H I G A N S T A N F O R D W E L L E S L E Y

D A R T M O U T H M I T S W A R T H M O R E Y A L E

WHO STILL REQUIRES THE ACT / SAT ESSAY?
(2016)



W

B R O W N D U K E N O R T H W E S T E R N T U F T S

C A L  T E C H G E O R G E T O W N N Y U U C s

C L A R E M O N T
M C K E N N A

H A R V A R D P E N N U S C

C O L U M B I A J O H N S  H O P K I N S P R I N C E T O N
U S  M I L I T A R Y  

A C A D E M Y

C O R N E L L M I C H I G A N S T A N F O R D W E L L E S L E Y

D A R T M O U T H M I T S W A R T H M O R E Y A L E

WHO STILL REQUIRES THE ACT / SAT ESSAY?
(2018)







SAT vs ACT Comparison





Sample Tailored Timelines

EARLY TRADITIONAL DEFERRED

Formal Prep

Summer and/or Fall 

SAT or ACT

Winter

Subject Tests 

Late Spring

Re-Test (TBD)

Summer / Early Fall

Two Phase Prep

Summer & Winter

SAT or ACT

Early Spring

Subject Tests 

Late Spring

Re-Test (TBD)

Summer / Fall

Formal Prep

Winter & Spring

SAT or ACT

Late Spring

Refresher Prep

Summer

Re-Test

Late Fall

SAT: < 900

ACT: < 17
1 in 3 students

SAT: 900-1200

ACT: 17-25
1 in 2 Students

SAT: > 1200

ACT: > 25
1 in 6 Students



✓ 11th grade Fall: PSAT (& Practice ACT)

✓ 11th grade Spring: SAT (March, May, June) or ACT (Feb, April, June)

✓ Late Spring: Subject Tests? (May or June)

✓ Early Summer: Refine college list, score goals, and re-testing plans 

✓ August SAT

✓ 12th grade Fall : Last-chance testing (Sept, Oct, Nov, or Dec)



www.compassprep.com/superscore-and-score-choice



First, the Answers . . .

• Starts September 2020

• Students may re-take sections of their choosing (one or multiple)

• Paper version must be taken first, full test

• Section re-take only available via computer-based format

What is ACT Section Re-testing?



But There Are Still Questions . . .

• Which colleges will accept single-section scores?

• Which test centers will offer computer-based testing?

• Is it a smart test taking strategy anyway?

ACT Section Re-testing



➢ Guidance for students

• CLASS OF 2021

• Available senior fall, but…

– YOU MUST BE COMFORTABLE WTH DIGITAL TESTING 

– UNCERTAIN AVAILABILITY: TEST SITES AND COMPUTERS

– STILL WAITING ON FEEDBACK FROM COLLEGES

• CLASS OF 2022+

• Watch how colleges react; wait for initial administrations

• Anticipate limited availability

• If embraced unilaterally, net effect of section re-testing may be negligible

ACT Section Re-testing
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Stay Current, Stay Connected

Available for free download:

➢ compassprep.com/guide

Subscribe to our newsletter!
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“Recommends” Subject Tests
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“Considers” Subject Tests



Score Reports

SAT/ACT Comparison



Score Reports

Percentile Ranking



Score Reports

Content Analysis 



Score Reports

Similar Scorers Performance
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